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From: Judy Vidaver  
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 12:50 PM 
To: MLPAComments 
Cc: fgc@fgc.ca.gov 
Subject: Fwd: OPC calls for additional protection in MPAs &Resignation of MLPA BRTF member 
 
Here are OPC's full comments to the BRTF; delivered in person on July 21, 2010 
 

Ocean Protection Coalition 

PO Box 1006 

Fort Bragg, CA 95437                               July 21, 2010 

Comments Submitted to the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force  

My name is Judith Vidaver. I am the Chair of Ocean Protection 
Coalition. For over 25 years OPC, with our fisher and seaweed 
harvester allies, has protected our ocean from threats such as 
aquaculture projects, nuclear waste dumping, offshore oil 
development and recently, wave power plants. 

We are requesting that final Marine Protected Area (MPA) 
designations include language prohibiting industrial-scale 
commercial activities such as those cited above. Allowing such 
activities would not only threaten the very goals of the Marine 
Life Protection Act, but would also disrespect the incredible 
effort put forth by our community towards trying to implement 
this mandated program. 

Additionally, OPC respectively and regrettably requests that 
Catherine Reheis-Boyd voluntarily step down from her position 
on the Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF). Oil and water do not 
mix—as we are daily being reminded by the disaster spewing in 
the Gulf. Mrs. Reheis-Boyd’s position as President of the 
Western States Petroleum Association and her lobbying efforts 



to expand offshore oil drilling off the coast of California are a 
patent conflict of interest for which she should recuse herself 
from the BRTF proceedings which are ostensibly meant to 
protect the marine environment. 

OPC does not believe Mrs. Reheis-Boyd can provide unbiased, 
objective and science-based recommendations regarding 
placement and sizes of MPAs—especially if she may be privy to 
confidential oil industry information regarding areas of the coast 
of interest to the oil/gas industry.  

Mrs. Reheis-Boyd’s recusal would also foster a greater sense of 
trust amongst the public—public trust being a commodity in 
short supply. 

If Mrs. Rheis-Boyd does not recuse herself, OPC will request a 
full conflict of interest investigation. 

The federal government is just now initiating the development 
of a National Ocean Policy. The MLPA process will be 
scrutinized as a model of how to proceed in the formulation of 
this policy. Therefore it is vital that the deficiencies of the 
MLPA be addressed and corrected. Removing the perception of 
a conflict of interest by one representing an ocean polluting 
industry would go a long way towards legitimizing the MLPA 
process. 
 
 submitted by Judith Vidaver 
 



















































































































































July 23, 2010 
 
 
 
Marine Life Protection Act 
Stakeholders Group 
 
I am announcing to you my opposition to your potential closure of the Coast of 
California.  
 
My families are Tolowa/HUSS and Maidu who are native to the Northern Hemisphere, 
California Indians. I grew up a non-reservation Indian. My family has lived on our 
privately owned land, for over 100 years. We live within ½ mile of where my great-
grandmother was raised. We know our lands and have always gathered from the land, 
river, and ocean. We still do to this day.  
 
When I heard about this Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) and what the act is all about 
I was very upset. Then when I learned that certain portions would be closed without input 
from the local tribes from up and down the coast I was even more upset.  
 
Without having lived with the land how can you determine where our gathering sites 
would be located? Personally, I gather for subsistence, trade for what I cannot gather, and 
share with my people who need some of the things I gather.  
 
I did see a list with pictures of the many things the ocean has to offer, but I cannot tie 
myself down to naming several things I gather. If you lived Indian you would know you 
cannot say, “I will gather this every year!” Life and the environment change all the time 
as you should know. We cannot say, “This will be closed here, but not there,” simply 
because next year it might be different!  
 
This is my letter of opposition to closing any part of the Western Hemisphere Coast to 
my people who gather and will always gather where we determine is the best site and 
what can be gathered at that time! 
 
 
 
Charlene M. Storr 
Crescent City, CA 95531 
 
etchulet@yahoo.com 
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